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Please tell us a short story about someone who has benefited from this funding.
With funding support from TFN, Damian was awarded a Pinnacle scholarship in 2017 to study Arts 
(Honours)/Economics at University of Queensland. With the help of his Pinnacle funding, some wise 
counsel from his mentor and some input from a Pinnacle alumni, Harriet, Damian was awarded 
Queensland's 2018 Rhodes Scholarship to study in Oxford next year.  Harriet was the 2017 Rhodes 
Scholarship recipient, so clearly a little inside knowledge helped! All of our scholarship recipients face 
struggles and hardships because of their gender or sexual identity and Damian is a shining example of 
what a difference TFN and the Pinnacle Foundation scholarship can make in overcoming those hurdles.

Please describe the impact that the specific TFN funding has had.
In 2017, Pinnacle provided scholarships to the largest number of students in our seven years of operating 
- 29 in total, all over Australia and studying in almost every discipline, from astrophysics to zoology. Of 
this total, 14 scholars were returning from previous years, while 15 were new recipients. TFN's funding 
enabled us to offer 5 more scholarships to new scholars as well as providing organisational capability to 
support them. We were able to give more vulnerable students a chance to achieve their full potential by 
fulfilling their educational dreams. It also allowed us to promote the Foundation more broadly, greatly 
increasing the number of applications for 2018 scholarships.

Please provide a quantitative breakdown of how TFN funds have been used
From total funds of $21,351 we provided:
5 scholarships of $3,000 in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth - $15,000
$4,500 partially funded our annual Induction Weekend for new Scholars. We bring all new scholars and 
their mentors to Sydney from all over Australia to take part in a live-in, intensive induction program that 
starts on Friday night and ends Sunday afternoon. With professionally facilitated sessions we provide the 
tools and information they need to make the most of their scholarship funding and mentor relationship. It's 
also an introduction to their new "Pinnacle Family".
The balance of around $1850 was utilised in promoting applications for 2018 scholarships, resulting in a 
record number of applications and a total of 38 scholarships being granted in 2018



Describe any ways the funding was used that differs from that described your original pitch
We always intended to provide most of the funding directly to funding scholarships. However, we 
discovered that the scholarship experience could be way more valuable if we expanded the induction 
program for new recipients. One of the most empowering moments for our scholars is when they realise 
they are part of a family that can support them in every facet of their lives and studies, we surround them 
with peers and role models, proving that despite their marginalisation, success in life and career is 
possible.  Although all facilitators and organisers are pro bono volunteers, the cost of the induction is our 
biggest single expense in the year - airfares for interstate scholars, venue hire, accommodation and 
catering, transport etc. The additional funding from TFN enhanced the 2017 Induction enormously

How many people have been affected by programs or activities that were supported with TFN
funding?
Five scholarship recipients directly, but indirectly many more. TFN funding allowed Pinnacle to release 
more funds to every one of the 29 scholars in 2017; it made their mentors more effective and the 
Induction Weekend more transformational. Most profoundly though, it gave us the power to promote the 
scholarships to more marginalised and vulnerable youth all over Australia - that has allowed us to grant 
38 scholarships in 2018

What measures did you use to assess the impact?
The increase in the number of recipients (from 29-38 from 2017-18); application success rates improved 
by 23%; 5 additional scholarships awarded directly as result of TFN funding; larger number of Induction 
participants; Induction feedback; Improvement in scholars' academic records and extra-curricula success; 
bi-annual mentor/mentee feedback; mental health improvements in scholars (in most cases); 
improvements in self-confidence and resilience in scholars; increase in fund raising (record year) due to 
measureable scholar successes.

Describe three ways that your organisation has changed in the last 12 months since the event 
We've grown bigger with larger national footprint; appointed a new full-time CEO, for the first time not 
relying completely on volunteers; record fundraising period, exceeding forecasts by 57%; expanded board 
with new Directors in Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania, increasing our geographic representation; 
expanded regional committees in VIC and WA; secured additional corporate sponsorship.

Over the last 12 months, did you receive any additional financial support from anyone you met
through TFN? 
Yes

How much and from whom?
$3,000 from Clayton Utz 



Over the last 12 months, did you receive any goods in-kind and/or pro-bono services from
anyone you met through TFN? 
Yes, pro-bono services

What did you receive and from whom?
Confidential

How important was TFN funding in helping you achieve your objectives this year?
We would have found it difficult to achieve our objectives without TFN funding

Has the TFN pitch coaching and mentoring helped you succesfully secure funding from other
sources you did not meet through TFN?
Yes

How much and from whom?
It was a significant benefit - Rob Irving was amazing 

What were some of the other benefits of participating in TFN?
Gained a wider audience; more people became aware of the plight of vulnerable LGBTIQ youth; pitch 
coaching helped define our purpose more precisely.

Do you have any other comments or feedback  on the TFN experience or funding process?
It was a brilliant experience and the flow-on effect has been profound




