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Please tell us a short story about someone who has benefited from this funding.
As previously notified, the camp to be funded will be held from 23-25 November, therefore we do not 
currently have specifics to share just yet.
The camp will be attended by high school children who live in families affected by mental illness.

Please describe the impact that the specific TFN funding has had.
To date, the funding has ensured that the camp for this particular age group will go ahead and that the 
children have the opportunity to receive the support, education and respite that they need and deserve.

Please provide a quantitative breakdown of how TFN funds have been used
Planning has commenced for the camp, with the campsite being booked and some activities being 
planned. Little funding has been used thus far.

Describe any ways the funding was used that differs from that described your original pitch
At this stage, there are no anticipated deviations from the way the funding will be used. The camp will 
combine a psycho-education program, fun recreational and creative activities and, for the older children, 
activities to support them as they make their way out of school to enter tertiary education and meaningful 
employment.

How many people have been affected by programs or activities that were supported with TFN 
funding?
The aim is for 40 young people to attend the camp and up to 20 volunteers.

When a young person attends a Kookaburra Kids camp their families, schools, services and professionals 
indirectly benefit. These include: 



• Families of the children engaged can benefit from respite, financial benefit (camp is provided at no cost
to the family) and the opportunity to access referrals to appropriate services and support.

• Local schools, services and professionals can benefit by using the program as a referral pathway and
an opportunity to ensure their students/clients’ needs are being met. Young people have access to a
Clinical Consultant at camp as well as an opportunity to talk in a ‘chat group’ about issues going on in
their lives. We find, that due to the safe and supportive environment created at camp, they often feel
comfortable to disclose information. Relevant information can then be appropriately referred back to
professionals, schools and agencies.

What measures did you use to assess the impact?
Pre and post camp evaluations will be completed by the participants to assess their enjoyment of camp, 
their knowledge of mental illness and mental health, their help-seeking potential, their connection with 
other young people living in similar circumstances and their willingness/desire to attend future Kookaburra 
Kids camps and/or activity days.
Volunteers will also evaluate their time at camp, including their perception of the value of the program and 
their contribution, and their likelihood of volunteering again.

Describe three ways that your organisation has changed in the last 12 months since the event
- Kookaburra Kids has experienced significant growth in the past 12 months. We commenced our
program in both Queensland and Northern Territory in early 2018, adding to our NSW and ACT
programs. We have successfully delivered three QLD camps and are delivering our second NT camp this
weekend. Each state has also delivered multiple activity days, where the ever-growing numbers of
children registered to the program are introduced to the support and fun Kookaburra Kids has to offer.
Starting these programs has seen the organisation become a truly multi-state organisation, extending the
reach of its benefits.
- With our expansion, Kookaburra Kids' staff levels have increased, as have our volunteer levels. Full-
time equivalent staff numbers have increased since June 2017 by 60% and volunteer numbers have
increased by 31%.
- Kookaburra Kids has embarked on a robust clinical evaluation of our program's impact, engaging a
clinical team and support from KPMG.



Over the last 12 months, did you receive any additional financial support from anyone you met 
through TFN?
Yes

How much and from whom?
This funding is confidential, however it is a significant grant that is supporting the growth of our 
Queensland program. We also have other funding opportunities with two contacts resulting from TFN that 
are still in the pipeline.

Over the last 12 months, did you receive any goods in-kind and/or pro-bono services from 
anyone you met through TFN?
Yes, pro-bono services

What did you receive and from whom?
KMPG have provided research support regarding the impact of our program.

How important was TFN funding in helping you achieve your objectives this year?
We would have found it difficult to achieve our objectives without TFN funding

Has the TFN pitch coaching and mentoring helped you succesfully secure funding from other 
sources you did not meet through TFN?
No

What were some of the other benefits of participating in TFN?
Having access to pitch coaching and mentoring has allowed Kookaburra Kids to hone our messaging to 
share our story. It is very valuable in all of the meetings we have with potential new funding bodies and 
donors.

Do you have any other comments or feedback  on the TFN experience or funding process?






