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Human Rights Law Centre

Your name and position

Adrianne Walters, Senior Lawyer

Please describe the impact that the specific TFN funding has had.

The funding enabled the Homelands Coalition, a group of organisations working collaboratively and 
strategically to prevent the threatened forced closure of communities, to share information, resources and 
strategy about the Government’s reform process. Advocacy with state and federal government 
representatives was amplified through the collective vision and voices of the Coalition. After sustained 
pressure, the WA Government committed to a far more consultative approach.

Please provide a quantitative breakdown of how TFN funds have been used.

Income: $41,995 
Expenses: $42,178 
Expenses breakdown: 



Describe any ways the funding was used that differs from that described your original pitch.

Because of the evolving approach of the Government – from ‘closing’ to ‘reforming’ communities – and the 
lack of available information, it has been difficult to progress the accountability aspect of the funding pitch. 
However, a clear future priority to remedy this has been identified – the development of an accountability 
toolkit to assist remote communities in holding the WA Government to account for promises made during the 
consultation and reform process.

How many people have been affected by programs or activities that were supported with TFN funding?

TFN funding enabled positive work on an issue affecting approximately 12,000 Aboriginal people currently 
living in over 270 remote communities in Western Australia. The funding directly benefited the 20 Indigenous, 
human rights and community organisations in the Homelands Coalition. Outreach trips to affected 
communities in the Kimberley, and a community forum in Broome saw information shared between 
organisations, community members and affected individuals.

What measures did you use to assess the impact?

Qualitative assessment of policy announcements: WA Government committed to consultative approach; 
no forced closures;
Qualitative assessment of relationships: increase in requests for collaboration since HRLC joined 
Homelands Coalition;
Quantitative assessment of meetings: 15 Coalition meetings since early-2015; 8-16 attendees at each, 
plus meetings in Melbourne and Broome;
Qualitative response of decision-makers: head of Government’s Reform Unit committed to tri-monthly 
meetings with Coalition

Describe three ways that your organisation has changed in the last 12 months since the event.

- Staff change: Ben Schokman left HRLC after 10 years in June 2016. Ruth Barson promoted to lead our 
Indigenous rights work and Adrianne Walters joined as Senior Lawyer working on Indigenous rights.
- Stronger relationships with Aboriginal organisations in WA, which is increasing the capacity of those 
organisations to identify human rights issues.
- Greater understanding of key socio-economic rights issues impacting Aboriginal people in WA, and 
commitment to addressing these in the future. 



Over the last 12 months, did you receive any additional financial support from anyone you met through 
TFN?

No

Over the last 12 months, did you receive any goods in-kind and/or pro-bono services from anyone you met 
through TFN?

No

How important was TFN funding in helping you achieve your objectives this year?

We wouldn’t have been able to achieve our objectives without TFN funding.

Has the TFN pitch coaching and mentoring helped you succesfully secure funding from other sources you 
did not meet through TFN?

Yes

How much and from whom?

The pitch coaching and mentoring was shared amongst senior staff in the organisation, and has assisted in a 
number of subsequent funding applications.  

What were some of the other benefits of participating in TFN?

The pitch training provided a fantastic professional development opportunity, which was shared in 
subsequent in-house trainings throughout the organisation. The HRLC valued the opportunity to broaden 
donor networks and to have various funders contribute to addressing Aboriginal peoples’ rights. The 
funding enabled the HRLC to do work on the ground in Western Australia, which in turn has 
strengthened relationships and is informing future Indigenous rights work

Thank you fro support to secure funding to undertake this important work. 




