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Please tell us a short story about someone who has benefited from this funding.
We first met Hope when she was 16 years old and she had just found out that she was pregnant with her 
daughter.  Hope completed year 11 whilst pregnant and came back to school last year to complete year 
12 .  Hope had very limited family support, so our team at A Brave Life was able to provide Hope with 
weekly peer support and mentoring.  Through this support Hope was able to maintain regular attendance 
at school, receive additional help with her school work and it also gave her the confidence to graduate 
from high school as a teenage mother and to continue to purse her dreams and goals after finishing 
school.

In March this year Hope was one of our guest speakers at our annual fundraiser and it was such a proud 
moment for our whole team to watch her stand in front of room full of people and share about her 
journey and the support that she received from the mentors at A Brave Life.

Please describe the impact that the specific TFN funding has had.
In 2018 we were able to provide 2 mentors to attend a local high school weekly to provide peer support 
and mentoring to 10 teenage mothers who were enrolled in year 10,11 and 12.  All the teenage mothers 
who were completing year 12 graduated from high school in 2018 and we are continuing to provide peer 
support and mentoring to the 6 teenage mothers who are currently completing high school.

We saw our first teenage mother get her drivers licence thanks to the funding that we received from the 
TFN.  This has made such a huge difference to this young woman as it has given her the independence & 
confidence that she needed.

We have a huge amount of growth through our Baby Bundle program with over 350 Baby Bundles gifted 
to young parent programs, maternity social work departments, community organisations and Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander health centres in 2018. 



This is just one of many feedbacks we have received about our Baby Bundle Program.
“We have been fortunate to receive baby bundles from A Brave Life for the young women and their 
babies that we support.  Each bundle is thoughtfully prepared with an amazing range of practical and 
quality items for new babies.  The feedback we receive from young women is glowing.  For many young 
women they are items beyond their financial means and is quite a luxury.  Most of the young women use 
the bundles as their hospital bag, letting us know that they feel well prepared for the birth and hospital 
stay” Young Parent Program"

Please provide a quantitative breakdown of how TFN funds have been used
The funds from the The Funding Network was used across the 4 main areas of our organisation.
$14,000 was allocated to and continues to provide peer support & mentoring program to teenage mothers 
who are completing their high school education.
$9,435 was allocated and used for our Baby Bundle program 
$6000 was allocated to and continues to provide driving lessons for teenage mothers 
$4000 was allocated & used for our day to day operations

Describe any ways the funding was used that differs from that described your original pitch
The funding was allocated to the exact areas from our original pitch and application and because we 
received more funding than we could have imagined, it has meant that we have been able to expand our 
programs to impact and reach more teenage and young mothers in our community.

How many people have been affected by programs or activities that were supported with TFN 
funding?
350-400 teenage mothers and their children.

What measures did you use to assess the impact?
Our biggest measure was seeing that all the teenage mothers who were receiving peer support and 
mentoring from our team at A Brave Life graduated from high school and we can say that we had 100% 
success with this last year with all the year 12 students graduating from high school.

Through our Baby Bundle program we have been able to assess that impact that the Baby Bundles are 
having, via feedback & contact with the social workers, case workers and young parent program 
coordinators, who have direct contact with the teenage and young mothers receiving the Baby Bundles.

Describe three ways that your organisation has changed in the last 12 months since the event
We have truly been able to expand and improve our two main services thanks to the funds received from 
the TFN.

LIVE LIFE BRAVE Mentoring program - We have been able to provide additional peer support and 
mentoring to help support teenage mothers who are completing their high school education.

Baby Bundle Program - We have been able to expand our Baby Bundle program to see that more 
teenage and young mothers across Brisbane have the essentials that they need for their newborn baby.

We have been able to continue and maintain the cost of the day to day operations of the A Brave Life due 
to the additional funding that we received from the TFN.



Over the last 12 months, did you receive any additional financial support from anyone you met 
through TFN?
Yes

How much and from whom?
$20,000

Over the last 12 months, did you receive any goods in-kind and/or pro-bono services from 
anyone you met through TFN?
Yes, pro-bono services

What did you receive and from whom?
Clayton Utz Lawyers

How important was TFN funding in helping you achieve your objectives this year?
We wouldn’t have been able to achieve our objectives without TFN funding

Has the TFN pitch coaching and mentoring helped you succesfully secure funding from other 
sources you did not meet through TFN?
No

What were some of the other benefits of participating in TFN?
The pitch coaching was a huge benefit from participating in the TFN. The tools that I received in this 
training has definitely given me a greater sense of confidence when it comes to speaking engagements 
and sharing about the work that A Brave Life does.

Having ABC compass also film the event and do a story on A Brave Life has given us more credibility in 
the community especially after people watched the story and saw the work that A Brave Life was doing.

Having access to a new supporter base has definitely helped especially when it came to accessing some 
pro-bono work through Clayton Utz Lawyers.

Do you have any other comments or feedback  on the TFN experience or funding process?
The whole experience was absolutely amazing.  From the interview process, to the pitch coaching, to the 
live event and the support and follow up over the last 12 months, we are still blown away and feel 
extremely honoured to have been selected and part of such an amazing event.

Thank you.




